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A3NEWS

COUNTY CASES

496
CONFIRMED OVERALL

11
ANNOUNCED THURSDAY

4,470
TESTS TO DATE

111.8
RATE PER 100,000

COUNTY CITIES
SOUTH UNINCORP. 22
SANTA BARBARA 57
GOLETA 7
ISLA VISTA 1
GOLETA VLY/GAVIOTA 13
SANTA YNEZ VALLEY 5
LOMPOC 84
LOMPOC FED. PRISON 106
SANTA MARIA 135
ORCUTT 36
NORTH UNINCORP. 25
PENDING 5

COUNTY AGES
0-17 21
18-29 84
30-49 183
50-69 167
70-PLUS 41

COUNTY STATUS
AT HOME 75
RECOVERED 376
HOSPITALIZED 33
INTENSIVE CARE UNIT 12
HEALTHCARE WORKERS 66

CA.
AT A
GLANCE

50,410 / 1,582
CASES OVERALL / THURS.

2,044 / 90
DEATHS OVERALL / THURS.

TOP 3 IN COUNTIES
LOS ANGELES 23,233
RIVERSIDE 4,031
SAN DIEGO 3,564

NICK MASUDA / NEWS-PRESS GRAPHIC

By JOSHGREGA
NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER

More than 20 years after they first opened, Chuck’s
Waterfront Grill and The Endless Summer Bar Café are
permanently closed. On the morning of April 30 the wa-
terfront restaurant announced its closure with a fare-
well post on its Instagram account.

The post read, “It is with heavy hearts that we an-
nounce we have closed our doors for good. Thank you 
for your constant support. The memories will never be 
forgotten.”

Despite the current economic chaos due to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, the prospect of Chuck’s and Endless 
Summer ceasing operation dates back to before the out-
break.According to theagendaofaMarch24SantaBar-
bara City Council meeting in which assignment of the 
restaurant’s lease to a new operator was the first item, 
Chuck’s and Endless Summer co-owner Steve Hyslop 
informed the Waterfront Department of his desire to
sell the establishment in August 2019.

After receiving the department’s lease assignment 
requirements, Mr. Hyslop began searching for a new
buyer and ultimately found it in businessman Aaron 
Petersen, who operates a number of restaurants in Sol-
vang including Chomp, The Coffee House by Chomp, 

Brekkies by Chomp, and Mortensen’s Danish Bakery. 
The initial lease for the Chuck’s and Endless Sum-

mer property is 10 years with four, five-year options to
extend the term of the lease.

Mr. Petersen is inheriting the existing lease with 
only the four, five-year options remaining, with an
average seasonally adjusted base rent of $23,585 per 
month.

Though Mr. Petersen plans to continue running 
Chuck’s and Endless Summer in line with its current 
operation for a time, the restaurant has upgrades
planned for around the fall. According to the agenda, 
under Mr. Petersen’s business plan the second floor of
the establishment will be converted into a traditional 
deli café focused on sandwiches, soups, and salads, 
with a gourmet grocery area selling wine, beer, and
prepackaged foods. For evenings, the second floor will
have a full bar and a dinner menu focusing on “adult 
food and beverages.”

The restaurant’s ground floor is proposed to be sim-
ilar to Mr. Petersen’s Chomp restaurants. Its menu of
burgers, fries, and shakes will cater to families, young 
adults, and retirees, and for evenings will be converted 
to a “dinner type atmosphere.”

email: jgrega@newspress.com

Chuck’s Waterfront Grill 
and Endless Summer Bar 
Cafe close permanently

ByCHRISTIANWHITTLE
NEWS-PRESS STAFF WRITER

Developed recreation sites in California will re-
main closed through May 15 after the USDA For-
est Service issued an order extending the closures 
Thursday. 

The order was issued for the entire Pacific South-
west Region and its 18 National Forests, which in-
cludes the Los Padres National Forest.

The initial closure order went into effect March 26 
and was set to expire April 30. 

It applied to recreational use areas such as camp-
grounds, day use sites and picnic areas. 

The order was issued to discourage large gather-
ings of people and promote safe social distancing of 
staying more than six feet apart.

In the Santa Barbara Ranger District, 12 camp-
grounds and picnic areas will remain closed, includ-
ing the Fremont campground and White Rock and
Red Rock picnic areas.

The order Thursday does not add to the closures 
already in place for Santa Barbara. While other ar-
eas like the Monterey Ranger District have closed 
trailheads and forest roads, locals will still have ac-
cess to the many Santa Ynez Valley and Santa Bar-

bara Front Country trails and access roads. 
“What we’re seeing a lot of folks are doing is 

they’re driving up alongside of the road and just go-
ing for hikes up there. That’s ok. There’s not an order 
against hiking trails,” said Andew Madsen, U.S. For-
est Service spokesman.

“We just want to make sure if people go out they’re
safely spaced between one another. If you get to a 
trailhead and there’s just too many cars there, you 
should find a different area to go to as opposed to try-
ing to get in.” 

As state and local responses to the coronavirus 
pandemic continue to evolve, the Forest Service felt 
that the situation warranted a two week extension of 
the closures, said Mr. Madsen.

“At the end of that they’ll evaluate and see where
we’re at and whether or not we’re going to continue 
as we need it,” said Mr. Madsen.

“This order can be rescinded at any time. If local 
health officials say it looks like the sky has cleared up 
we can rescind the order tomorrow. For right now, we 
don’t want to extend it out too far. 

“We just want to make sure in the next couple of
weeks as we monitor what’s going on that we are tak-
ing the appropriate steps along with our state and 
local partners.”

Forest Service extends 
state-wide campsite 
and picnic area closures 

NEWS-PRESS STAFF REPORT

In a dramatic change after a
Wednesday night memo from the
California Police Chiefs Associa-
tion indicated that Gov. Newsom
would be closing all beaches and
state parks, the governor indicated 
that only beaches in Orange County 
would be suffering that fate.

“Bottom line, that was their 
memo. That memo never got to 
me,” Gov. Newsom said at his daily
press conference.

That allows Santa Barbara Coun-
ty and the city of Santa Barbara to 
continue to govern the beaches 
along the South Coast, which will 
remain open, as long as physical 
distancing is followed.

“Those that are doing good work,
we want to reward that work,” Gov. 
Newsom said.

Santa Barbara County, 
by the numbers

The Santa Barbara County Pub-
lic Health Department announced
11 new confirmed COVID-19 cases 
on Thursday, bringing the county’s
total to 495.

It was the largest number in 
more than a week, with all but one 
coming from the North County.

The number of healthcare work-
ers infected with the virus grew 
again on Thursday, moving to 66.

The number still recovering at is 
now just 75.

Gov. Newsom allows 
virtual marriages

In a move that’s sure to bring 
relief to California’s engaged cou-
ples, Gov. Gavin Newsom signed an
executive order Thursday that will
allow adults to obtain marriage li-
censes via videoconferencing rath-

er than in person.
The couple will still have to be 

physically present within Califor-
nia and provide whatever proof 
the county clerk may require. They
must also present photo identifica-
tion.

The license can then be issued 
via email.

Adults who wish to be married 
can also conduct a ceremony to 
solemnize the marriage, as long as
both parties are present, and have 
at least one witness who can join 
the live video conference.

The order will last for 60 days 
and is subject to the discretion of 
the county clerk.

Cottage Health, 
by the numbers

A look at the status of Cottage 
Health through Thursday:

* Cottage Health is caring for a 
total of 205 patients across all cam-
puses.

* 153 are acute care patients; 220 
acute care beds remain available.

* In surge planning, capacity is
identified for adding 270 acute care 
beds.

* Of the 153 patients, 9 patients 
are on ventilators; 66 ventilators 
remain available (adult, pediatric
and neonatal ventilators)

*Of the153patients,16areiniso-
lation with COVID-19 symptoms; 7 

are confirmed COVID-19 positive.
* Of 16 patients in isolation, 6 pa-

tients are in critical care.
* Cottage has collected 3,577 cu-

mulative test samples: 206 resulted 
in positive, 3,124 resulted in nega-
tive, and 247 are pending. In most 
of these tests, patients did not re-
quire hospital admission.

COVID-19, by the 
numbers

A look at nationwide and world-
wide numbers through Wednesday:

* In the United States, there are 
1,095,210 confirmed cases with 
63,861 deaths and 155,737 have ful-
ly recovered.

Beaches remain open after all; 
county announces 11 new COVID 
cases, largest since last week

KENNETHSONG / NEWS-PRESS

The weather will be sunny and in the 70s this weekend along the South Coast.

YOLANDA APODACA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Director of Operations
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New Beginnings receives 
grant to assist veterans

SANTA BARBARA — Local nonprofit New 
Beginnings has received a $16,000 grant from 
the Disabled Veterans National Foundation 
that will be used to support the agency’s 
Supportive Services for Veterans Families 
program.

The program helps to prevent eviction and 
house homeless veterans and their families 
throughout Santa Barbara County, according 
to a news release.

“We are so very grateful to the foundation 
for their support of our community and for 
their commitment to serving our nation’s 
most vulnerable veterans,” Kristine Schwarz, 
Executive Director of New Beginnings, said in 
a statement.

Since 2013, New Beginnings has operated its 
SSVF Program, a program primarily funded 
through the U.S. Department of Veteran 
Affairs, throughout the county. The goal of 
the national SSVF Program is to end veteran 
homelessness throughout the country. Services 
provided include housing stability counseling, 
rental payment assistance, employment 
support, landlord engagement, benefit 
acquisition, and short-term case management.

Over the past eight years, New Beginnings 
has served over 1,000 veterans and their 
families and has provided close to $1,000,000 in 
temporary financial assistance to veterans to 
help them to maintain or move into housing.

“We are proud to support New Beginnings, 
as they continue to make a positive impact 
in veterans’ lives,” Joseph VanFonda, CEO of 
the Disabled Veterans National Foundation 
and retired U.S. Marine Sgt. Maj., said in a 
statement. “We would like to congratulate and 
thank them for their commitment to assisting 
the men and women who served in defense of 
our country.” 

— Mitchell White

Land Development 
Team launches online 
permitting system

Starting Monday, residents of Santa 
Barbara will no longer have to drop off paper 
plan sets or application fees in person at the 

Community Development or Public Works 
counters.

The Land Development Team launched 
an online permitting system that accepts the 
submission of most Building, Planning and 
Public Works applications and permits.

Santa Barbara’s new Accela Citizen Access 
Portal launched in spring of this year, and it 
allows applicants to track the progress of their 
project applications and city activities from 
start to finish. 

This will reduce the time needed for the 
review of plans and permits and simplify the 
building permit application choices. 

The online citizen portal is open 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week to submit plans or pay 
fees.

Through an On-Demand permitting 
process, applicants will be able to apply, pay 
and instantly receive their building permit 
online without a staff contact, starting with 
“Like-for-Like” roofing replacements and 
eventually moving to water heater and furnace 
replacements and new small residential solar 
photovoltaic systems. 

Training materials on navigating the online 
system are available online now, and a On-
Demand permitting system training session is 
planned for later this fall.

Those attending will learn an overview of 
the ACA permitting system, how to submit 
applications, upload documents and plans, 
make payments and track the project’s status.

For building permit services, visit https://
www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/depts/cd/
building/acabuildingpermits.asp. 

For public works, visit https://www.
santabarbaraca.gov/gov/depts/pw/engineering/
permits/default.asp. 

For planning applications, visit https://
www.santabarbaraca.gov/services/planning/
planningesubmittals.asp. 

— Grayce McCormick

Rental assistance 
still available

A total of $1.3 million in rental assistance 
is still available for Santa Barbara County 
residents through the United Way of Santa 
Barbara County.

The rental assistance, offered in 
partnership with the county, provides grants 
to eligible residents and families living in 

unincorporated areas. The applicants must 
meet specific requirements to receive the 
funds, which were made possible by the county 
through federal grants received from the 
CARES Act.

In total, the county was provided $46 million 
in funding through the CARES Act. The county 
Board of Supervisors set aside $7.5 million 
of the funds to assist with local “vulnerable 
populations,” with $2 million going to 
emergency rental assistance to help those who 
have lost jobs or experience a cut in income 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Families can receive up to $1,000 in rental 
assistance per month for up to three months. 
Payments would go directly to landlords 
to ensure the assistance is used for rent 
payments.

Residents of the following unincorporated 
areas are eligible to apply: Burton Mesa; 
Casmalia; Cuyama; Eastern Goleta Valley; 
Gaviota; Isla Vista; Los Alamos; Los Olivos; 
Montecito; Orcutt; Santa Ynez; Summerland; 
and Vandenberg Village.

“When someone loses their job it quickly 
leads to food insecurity and threatens other 
basic needs for themselves and their families. 
This soon transitions to literally trying to keep 
a roof over their heads,” Steve Ortiz, President 
and CEO of United Way of Santa Barbara 
County, said in a statement.

Michael Kling and his family were one of the 
local recipients. After he and his wife lost their 
jobs in the spring, they were able to get by for a 
few months using unemployment benefits and 
their savings but that soon dried up. They were 
grateful to learn about the rental assistance 
program. 

“This has been a little bit of a ray of 
sunshine, I think, to give us that extra housing 
security,” said Mr. Kling, whose three-month 
rent assistance ends after next month. 
“Knowing that everything’s taken care of 
now through November, as we go up into the 
holidays… it’s made a big difference to us.” 

Families or individuals seeking the 
assistance must have lost income due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic and live in 
unincorporated areas of the County and can 
check if their address is eligible using this map 
from United Way. Eligible families must also 
fall below certain income thresholds.  To check 
eligibility requirements and to apply visit www.
unitedwaysb.org. 

— Mitchell White

Pedestrian struck, 
killed by vehicle

A pedestrian suffered fatal 
injuries after being struck by a 
vehicle Friday night on Highway 
101 near El Capitan State Beach, 
authorities said.

The collision was reported 
just before 8 p.m. Friday night. 
Santa Barbara County Sheriff’s 
personnel and officers with 
the California Highway Patrol 
responded and reported that 
the victim, whose identity was 
withheld, succumbed to their 
injuries at the scene of the 
collision, according to the CHP.

Traffic restrictions were in 
place for a time after the incident. 
The cause of the collision is under 
investigation.

— Mitchell White

One injured in 
rollover crash

SANTA MARIA — One person 
suffered moderate injuries in 
a single-vehicle rollover crash 
Saturday morning that occurred 
on the north side of Highway 
101 near Santa Maria Way just 
outside of the city of Santa Maria, 

authorities said.
The crash was reported around 

8:45 a.m. Santa Barbara County 
Fire Department personnel 
reported a single vehicle that 
was found on its roof off the right 
shoulder of the highway. The lone 
occupant was trapped and had to 
be removed via the jaws of life, 
said Capt. Daniel Bertucelli, fire 
spokesman.

The victim was transported to 
Marian Regional Medical Center 
for further treatment. Traffic 
restrictions were in place for a 
time following the crash, the 
cause of which is under 
investigation.

— Mitchell White

iV Menus owner 
sentenced to prison

ISLA VISTA — The owner of iV 
Menus food delivery service has 
been sentenced to 18 years in state 
prison.

Patrick Galousitan, 48, was 
sentenced Nov. 5 and will have to 
register as a sex offender for life, 
according to a report by the Daily 
Nexus.

Mr. Galoustian was initially 
arrested on Dec. 18, 2017 on three 
felony charges of rape after he 
sexually assaulted a woman at his 

Isla Vista residence. During the 
discovery process, prosecutors 
became aware of a second victim 
and additional charges were filed.

In December 2019, Mr. 
Galoustian accepted a plea deal 
and pleaded guilty to three 
counts of oral copulation of an 
unconscious person and two 
counts of criminal threats.

Mr. Galoustian is a UCSB 
alumnus and has owned and 
operated the food delivery service 
since 2008.

— Mitchell White

Closures planned 
for Highway 101 
widening project

CARPINTERIA — Several lane 
closures are planned this week 
as work continues on the Linden 
and Casitas Pass Highway 101 
widening project in Carpinteria.

From 9 p.m. tonight until 5 a.m. 
Monday, one northbound lane will 
be closed from Casitas Pass Road 
to Santa Claus Lane, as well as 
North Padaro Lane to Sheffield 
Drive. The offramp at Evans 
Avenue and onramps at Ortega 
Hill Road and Sheffield Drive will 
also be closed. A similar closure is 
planned during overnight hours 

Monday to Thursday, according to 
Caltrans officials.

From 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday 
and Tuesday, the northbound 
onramp at Bailard Avenue will be 
closed, as will the ramps at North 
Padaro Lane.

From 9 p.m. tonight until 7 a.m. 
Monday, one southbound lane will 
be closed from Sheffield Drive 
to North Padaro Lane, as well 
as Santa Claus Lane to Casitas 
Pass Road. The onramp at Santa 
Claus Lane will also be closed. 
A similar closure is planned 
during overnight hours Monday to 
Thursday.

From 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Monday to 
Friday, the southbound offramp at 
Casitas Pass will be closed.

Crews will not work on 
Wednesday in observance of 
Veterans Day.

The southbound onramp at 
Sheffield Drive will remain closed 
for the duration of the project. 
The offramp at Sheffield Drive 
will be closed for up to 16 months, 
officials said.

The southbound onramp and 
offramp at Reynolds Avenue 
remains closed for up to 16 weeks, 
and the southbound offramp at 
Casitas Pass Road will be closed 
for the next month and a half 
starting Nov. 16.

— Mitchell White

COURTESY PHOTO

One person suffered moderate injuries in a single-vehicle rollover crash Saturday morning just outside the city of Santa Maria.


